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Department of the Navy, DoD § 728.24

upon presentation of a written request 
from the Commissioned Personnel Op-
erations Division, OPM/OAM, 5600 Fish-
ers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852.

§ 728.23 Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps (ROTC). 

(a) Eligible beneficiaries. (1) Members 
of the Senior Reserve Officers’ Train-
ing Corps of the Armed Forces includ-
ing students enrolled in the 4-year Sen-
ior ROTC Program or the 2-year Ad-
vanced Training Senior ROTC Pro-
gram. 

(2) Designated applicants for mem-
bership in the Navy, Army, and Air 
Force Senior ROTC Programs during 
their initial 6-weeks training period 
(practice cruises or field training). 

(3) Medical, dental, pharmacy, veteri-
nary or science allied to medicine stu-
dents who are commissioned officers of 
a reserve component of an Armed 
Force who have been admitted to and 
training in a unit of a Senior Reserve 
Officers’ Training Corps. 

(b) Extent of care. (1) While attending 
or en route to or from field training or 
practice cruises: 

(i) Medical care for a condition in-
curred without reference to line of 
duty. 

(ii) Routine dental care. 
(iii) Prosthetic devices, including 

dental appliances, hearing aids, spec-
tacles, and orthopedic appliances that 
have become damaged or lost during 
training duty, not through negligence 
of the individual, may be repaired or 
replaced as necessary at government 
expense. 

(iv) Care of remediable physical de-
fects, elective surgery or other remedi-
able treatment for conditions that ex-
isted prior to a period of training duty 
are not authorized without approval 
from the appropriate OMA or ODA, or 
from the Commander, Naval Medical 
Command (MEDCOM–33 for medical 
and MEDCOM–06 for dental). 

(v) Medical examinations and immu-
nizations. 

(vi) ROTC members are authorized 
continued medical care, including hos-
pitalization, upon expiration of their 
field training or practice cruise period, 
the same as reservists in § 728.21(b) and 
§ 728.22. 

(2) While attending a civilian edu-
cational institution: 

(i) Medical care in naval MTFs, in-
cluding hospitalization, for a condition 
incurred in line of duty while at or 
traveling to or from a military instal-
lation for the purpose of undergoing 
medical or other examinations or for 
purposes of making visits of observa-
tion, including participation in service-
sponsored sports, recreational, and 
training activities. 

(ii) Medical examinations, including 
hospitalization necessary for the prop-
er conduct thereof. 

(iii) Required immunizations, includ-
ing hospitalization for severe reactions 
therefrom. 

(c) Authorization. The individual’s 
commanding officer will prepare a let-
ter of authorization addressed to the 
commanding officer of the MTF con-
cerned. 

(d) ROTC members as beneficiaries of 
the Office of Workers’ Compensation Pro-
grams (OWCP). Under circumstances 
described therein, render care as out-
lined in § 728.53 to members of the 
ROTC as beneficiaries of OWCP.

§ 728.24 Navy and Marine Corps Offi-
cer Candidate Programs. 

Members of the Reserve Officers Can-
didate Program and Platoon Leaders 
Class are entitled to the same medical 
and dental benefits as are provided 
members of the Navy and Marine Corps 
Reserve Components. Accordingly, the 
provisions of § 728.21 are applicable for 
such members. Additionally, can-
didates for, or persons enrolled in such 
programs are authorized access to 
naval MTFs for the purpose of con-
ducting special physical examination 
procedures which have been requested 
by the Commander, Naval Medical 
Command to determine their physical 
fitness for appointment to, or continu-
ation in such a program. Upon a re-
quest from the individual’s com-
manding officer, the officer in charge 
of cognizant Navy and Marine Corps re-
cruiting stations, or officer selection 
officer, naval MTFs are authorized to 
admit such persons when, in the opin-
ion of the cognizant officer, hos-
pitalization is necessary for the proper 
conduct of the special physical exami-
nations. Hospitalization should be kept 
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to a minimum and treatment other 
than for humanitarian reasons, except 
as provided in this part, is not author-
ized.

§ 728.25 Army and Air Force National 
Guard personnel. 

(a) Medical and dental care. Upon 
presentation of a letter of authoriza-
tion, render care as set forth in AR 40–
3 (Medical, Dental, and Veterinary 
Care) and AFR 168–6 (Persons Author-
ized Medical Care) to members of the 
Army and Air Force National Guard 
who contract a disease or become ill in 
line of duty while on full-time National 
Guard duty, (including leave and lib-
erty therefrom) or while traveling to or 
from that duty. The authorizing letter 
will include name, social security num-
ber, grade, and organization of the 
member; type and period of duty in 
which engaged (or in which engaged 
when the injury or illness occurred); di-
agnosis (if known); and will indicate 
that the injury suffered or disease con-
tracted was in line of duty and that the 
individual is entitled to medical or 
dental care. Limit care to that appro-
priate for the injury. disease, or illness 
until the resulting disability cannot be 
materially improved by further hos-
pitalization or treatment. 

(b) Physical examinations. AR 40–3 and 
AFR 168–6 also authorize physical ex-
aminations for National Guard per-
sonnel. Accordingly, when requested by 
an Army or Air Force National Guard 
unit’s commanding officer, naval MTFs 
may perform the requested physical ex-
amination per the appropriate service 
directive, subject to the availability of 
space, facilities, and the capabilities of 
the staff.

Subpart D—Retired Members and 
Dependents of the Uniformed 
Services

§ 728.31 Eligible beneficiaries and 
health benefits authorized. 

(a) Retired members of the uniformed 
services. Retired members, as defined in 
§ 728.2(aa), are authorized the same 
medical and dental benefits as active 
duty members subject to the avail-
ability of space and facilities, capabili-
ties of the professional staff, and the 
priorities in § 728.3, except that: 

(1) Periodic medical examinations for 
members on the Temporary Disability 
Retired List, including hospitalization 
in connection with the conduct thereof, 
will be furnished on the same priority 
basis as care to active duty members. 

(2) When vision correction is re-
quired, one pair of standard issue spec-
tacles, or one pair of nonstandard spec-
tacles, are authorized when required to 
satisfy patient needs. Two pairs of 
spectacles may be furnished only when 
professionally determined to be essen-
tial by the examining officer. Military 
ophthalmic laboratories will not fur-
nish occupational type spectacles, such 
as aviation, industrial safety, double 
segment, and mask insert, to retired 
military personnel 
(NAVMEDCOMINST 6810.1 refers). 

(b) Dependents of members of former 
members. Include: 

(1) The spouse. 
(2) The unremarried widow. 
(3) The unremarried widower. 
(4) An unmarried legitimate child, in-

cluding an adopted child or a stepchild, 
who either— 

(i) Has not passed his or her 21st 
birthday; 

(ii) Is incapable of self-support be-
cause of a mental or physical inca-
pacity that existed before the 21st 
birthday and is, or was at the time of 
the member’s or former member’s 
death, in fact dependent on the mem-
ber for over one-half of his or her sup-
port; or 

(iii) Has not passed the 23rd birthday, 
is enrolled in a full-time course of 
study in an institution of higher learn-
ing approved by the administering Sec-
retary and is, or was at the time of the 
member’s or former member’s death, in 
fact dependent on the member for over 
one-half of his or her support. (If such 
a child suffers a disabling illness or in-
jury and is unable to return to school, 
the child remains eligible for benefits 
until 6 months after the disability is 
removed, or until the 23rd birthday is 
reached, whichever comes first.) 

(5) An unmarried illegitimate child 
or illegitimate step-child who is, or 
was at the time of sponsor’s death, de-
pendent on the sponsor for more than 
one-half of his or her support; residing 
with or in a home provided by the 
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